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Age-specific rates of onset of cannabis use in Mexico
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ARETICLE I1NEFL ABSTHRHACT
Feywordi, Backgrourd: Orwer the previous two decades, the lifetime prevalence of cannabis use has risen among Mexico's
Age-spevific ratis af onse papulation
ki Aims: Estimate the sex- and age-specific ates of onset of cannabis use pver Hme.
Desigmz Five nationally representative oross-sectional surveys, the Mexican Mational Surveys of Addictions {1938,
Ti Elexibd vk e " "
Rt T : W02, 2008, 2001Z) and the Mexican National Survey on Drugs, Alcobol, and Tobacco Consumption (2016).
Semring: Mexico

Participants: Pooled sample of 141 342 respondents aged between 12 and 65 years of which 43.6%(n = 61,658)
are male amd 56.4% (o= TO,684) are female.

Mearenenis: We edimated the age-specific rates of onset of cannabis a5 the conditional rate of consuming
cannabis for the Arst fime at a specific age.

Mathods: Time-to-event flexble-parametric models with spline specifications of the hazard function. Stratified
analysis by sex and control for temporal trends by year of data collection or decenmial birth cohort.

Findings: Age-specific rates of onset of cannabis use per 1 000 individuals inoreased over Gme for females and
males. Peak rates af anset of cannabis nse per 1 000 ranged from 0.935 (958001 < [0.772 1.148]) in 1998, to
S0 (95%CT = [4.924, 5971]) in 2016 for females; and from 7.513 (95%C] = [6.732, 1LO6S]) in 1998, to
26107 (95%0] = [25.918,50.654]) in 2016 for males. Acoss decennial birth-coborts, peak rates of onset of
cannabis use per 1 0000 individuals for femal es mnged from (0254 (95%C] < [(WOTR, 0.76E]) for those born in the
19G0s, to 14611 (95%C] = [13.243, 16.102])) for thoses bormn in the 1950x; and for males, from 4.086 (95%C] =

[4.022, 7.£57]) for those bomn in the 19305, to 38.693 (95%C] = [24.847, 48.670]) for those bom in the 1990s.
Conclusiore Kates of onset of cannabis mcreased over the previous two decades for both females and males bt

remainsd higher for males. Across recent coharts, the mtes of onset have increased at a faster mite among females
tham males.




